At a Couxr-MaxTIAL, held on Board 
his Majeſty's Ship the Sz. George, in 
Fa! H arbour, 


FOR 


Las Enquiry ine his Conduct, while he 
commande his Majeſty's Fleet in the 
Mediterranean, and particularly on the 2oth 

| of 2 1756. 


_ - 
_ 


Toorrpen WITH 


2 ADMIRAL'S DEFENCE, 


Taken down in ons F 4 be 
— A 


1 ON D o N: 


Printed for J. REASON, oppoſite Serjeant' s Im in 
_ Fleet-ſbreet. 
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Vice-Admiral B Y N G, 


Monday December 27, 1756. 


P R E 3B Nx; 


Vice-Admiral SMITH, Preſident. 
Rear-Admiral HoLBOURNE. 
| Rear-Admiral NoRkRIs. 
Rear-Admiral BRoDERICK. 
Captain HoLMEs. 
Captain Geary. 
Captain Boys. 
Captain Mook. 
Captain Stmcor, s 
Captain DoveLas. 
Captain BENL Ex. 
Senn Herd And 


tain ENNIS, 
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On 7 ueſday the 28th of December, 1756, 


Ke  DMIRAL BYN'G vas brought 
AN to the Bar by the Marſhal, and the 
* 2g Commiſſion, with all the Articles 
aj» Bo] * of Accuſation exhibited againſt him, 
were read ; after which he made 
the following Spcech to the Court : 


| Gentlemen, 


«« think myſelf extremely happy in my 
*« preſent Situation, to have my Conduct en- 
« quired into by Gentlemen of your well- 
« known Abilities, Integrity, and Candor; 
« and, from thence .1 hope to anſwer for 


(ce myſelf with Honour, and to demonſtrate 


te my Innocence of the Accuſations exhibited 
« againſt me. 


There was but very Litle Buſineſs done the 
firſt Day, but on Wedneſday the ' 29th' Rear- 
Admiral Weſt was ſworn and examined, who 
did not finiſh his Examination till Thur/day 
the zoth, between Three and Four o' Clock in 
the Afternoon. His Examination was as fol- 
lows: vis. | 


Court. Was any unneceſſa Delay made 
either at Sf. Helen's or Gibraltar 0 
Adm. Weſt. No, there; Was: ol. 
Court. What Diffance do: Imagi the 
44 8 wp might be oke 4} a . che 
e cher 


- * 
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141. 


the Time of the n with the French 


Fleet? 
Adm. Weſt. I believe about Three. Miles. 
C:urt. Do you think the Admiral and the 
Rear could have come up ta the Aff ſtance 
of the Van, and come to as cloſe an Engage- 
ment with the Enemy ? 
- Adm. Weſt. I knew of no Impediment to 
the contrary; but, I cannot preſume to ſay 
there was no Impediment; nor I would not 
be underſtood to mean there was none, 
Court, How was the Wind and Weather ? 
Adm. Weſt, The Wind was very calm, 
and the Weather exceeding fine. 
Court. Covig. you keep your lower Ports 
open? | 


Adm. 2 Yes, I ould; and I nin — 5 


but one Ship that could not, and, that was the 
Deptford, who lowered her Ports occaſionally. 
Court. How many Men had. you men and 
wounded? 


ded. 
Court. What Damage did you 1 receive in 


your Hull, Maſts, Yards, and Rigging? > 


Adm, Wet. For the Particulars of that I 
beg Leave to refer the Court to this written 
Account (preſenting a Paper). 5272 

Court. What Condition was the Ship in, 
in regard to Men, the Morning of the En- 
gagement, which was on the 20th of May? 
| Adm. RIS In very good Condition. 

— 2 Court. 


— 
—— — 


Adm. We eſt. Three killed and Seven woun- 
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Court. Did you ſee any Fire from Adinital 
Byng's Ship during the Engagement? 
Adm. We/t, When I was looking towards 
the Intrepid, which was in Diſtreſs a Stern of 
her, I faw ſome Smoke, which might very 
probably be from the Admiral's Ship, or ſome 
of his Diviſion ; but I was not able to diſco- 
ver at what Ship it was directet. 

Court. On the 24th of May, the Day of 
the Council of War, was your Ship repaired, 
and in a proper Condition for a ſecond En- 
gagement ? 

Adm. Weſt. Ves, before tha.” "Tl 

Adm. Byng. Was it not in the Power of 
the Enemy to decline coming to a cloſe En- 
gagement, as the two Fleets Were ſituated? 
Adm. West. Ves, it was; but, as they ky 
to our Fleet, I apprehended they intended to 
fight. 

Adm. Byng. Are you of Opinion that the 
* on Board the Fleet could have relieved 
Minarca? 

Adm. Weſt. I believe they could not. 

Adm, Byng. Were not ſome of the Ships 
deficient in their Complement of Menz | 
_ Adm. Weſt. Yes. 
Adm. Byng. Were not fome of the : Ships 
gut of Repair: | 
+ Adm: F224. : Yew: of e c | 
Adu. ! yung. Was not the Fleet deficient, in 
Point of Force, with the Enemy 2 85 
| "ants We Ves. 


Adnirol 


151 
Admiral Weſt's Examination being ended, 


N Lord BLAKENEY was ſworn, 


He told the Court what Time the Britifh 
Fleet was diſcovered by the Garriſon, and what 
Time it diſappeared. The moſt material 
Queſtions that were aſked him were as fol- 
low. | 


Court. How did you proceed when the Bri- 
tiſh Fleet was diſcovered ? | 
Ld. Blakeney. Upon Sight of them I wrote 
a Letter 'to be carried off by Mr. Boyd, my 
Store-keeper, and Aid de Camp to Colonel 
Jefferys, to acquaint the Admiral with my 


Situation; an exact Copy of Wane Letter I 
Have in my Hand. 


Id. Blakeney then preſented the Paper to 
the Court, and defired it might be read ; but 
the Admiral objecting to it, . as it was only a 
Copy, and not the Original, it was not read; 
becauſe Mr. Boyd was to be examined thereto, 
and could produce the Original. ] 


Adm. Byng, to Ld. Blakeney. Do you think 
the Forces could have been landed? 
Id. Blakeney. Yes; 1 think they might 

very eaſily be landed, 


Adm. Byng. Was there not ſome Faſcines 
thrown in the IP ? 


| Ld. 


61 


Ld. Blakeney, Ves; but they were ſuch as 
I think might eafily have been deſtroyed. 
Court, If the Admiral - had attempted to 
land the Men, would it not have been attended 
with Danger? 
I ud. Blakeney. Danger! moſt certainly. It 
could not be ſo eaſy as ſteping into this Ship. 
I have been upwards of fifty Vears in the Ser- 
vice, and I never knew any Expedition of Con- 
ſequence carried into Execution, but what was 
attended with ſome Danger; but of all the Ex- 


peditions I ever Knowy,: this was certaisly the 


worlt, 


Adm. Byng. Had not the Pantech a Caſtle at 


the Point, which might have prevented the 


landing of the Troops? 
Ld, Blakeney. Not on the 120th of May ; 
and the Enemy were then in ſuch great Pi- 


ſtreſs for Ammunition, that * fired Stones 


at the Garriſon. 
Adm. Byng. Do you think that the Officers 


and few Men I had on board the Fleet could 


have been of any great Service to the Gar- 
riſon ? 

Ld. Blakeney. Yes, certainly, of very great 
Service; for J was obliged, at that Time, to 


ſet a great N umber of 15 Men to Plaiſtor. the 


Breaches. 


The Examination of Ld. Blakeney being end- 


ed; on Friday the 31 iſt of December, 


Mr. 


* 


EFI 


Mr Boyp was foorn. | 


1 


Court. Did you carry a Letter from my Ld. 
Bla feney, to the Admiral, and when? 

Mr. Boyd. My Lord Blakeney ſent me off 
with a Letter, in a Boat, to deliver to the Ad- 
miral ; but I cannot be particular as to the 
Time: I kept out as long as I thought it pro- 
bable to reach the Admiral; but when I found 
it was imptacticable for me to cloſe the Admiral, 
as he was then going to the Southward, I re- 
turned without delivering the Letter. 

Adm. Ryng. How long did you wait before 
| the Boat was ready to bring you off ? 
Mr. Boyd. At this Diſtance of Time I really 
cannot recollect, but I remember 1 waited for 4 
it till I was very impatient. 

Court. Did not you, in the Boat, paſs 
through ſome Firings of the Enemy ? 

Mr. Boyd. Ves; there was ſome ſtragling 
Fire of ſmall Arms, and about four or five 
Cannon Shot. 
Court. Did not you receive | fome Damage 
irom them ? | 

Mr. Boyd. No, I don't know that one of 
them fo much as touch'd the Boat. 

Court, How long do you think you was off 
in the Boat ? 

Mr. Boyd. I believe it might be about an 
8 and Half. 

Court. 


11 

Court. Was there not at that Time, a Breet 4 
of Wind? 

Mr. Boyd. When 1 got from tlie Land, I 
found a Breeze. 

Court. Do you think the Admiral could dif. | 
cern your Boat? A 

Mr. Boyd. No, I believe not at that Dis- 
tance; eſpecially as it was ſo late in the Even- 


ing. 
Mr. Boro Examination being finiſhed, 
Captain EverTT appeared ; | * I 


Who not being preſent when the Articles of | 
the Charge exhibited againſt the Admiral, were 
formerly read, he deſired to hear them; which 
Was objected to by Admiral Byng, alledging i it. 

was contrary to the Cuſtom of the Court; 
but the Captain ſtill perſiſting in his requeſting 
it, they were n read. 


Captain Everitt being 3 and the ke Couk 
obſerving he had ſome Papers in his Hand; 
they aſked him the Nene Queſtions, - +: 3 


Cours, What are. thoſe: Papers which you 
wave got in your Handꝰ . | 

Capt. Everitt. They are the Minutes 1 bew 
taken from the Ships Log-Book, and 95 ove 
Journal to refreſh my Memory. . 


- Adm, Byng. The Log-Book | is not a yi 


- w 4 
„ 
. 
e 


\ 


Ce 


per Town. am, therefore .qpghs N to be 


— 


8 to their Quarters. 0 n 


EN 


uſed, 


3551 )! Gonre. (After me Deliteration,) * Obi. 


nion is, that theſe Minutes may be uſed to 


ofreſſuthe Captain's Memory, upon ſuch Points 
only as fell immediately denen ee 


1 


4 1 i 14 * — 


2H: no 267. 1951) 
darein, Delay 
"the Sailing of the Fleet from. St. Hel. . = 72 
* 1brattar,. and from thence to Mahan ? 1 
Capt. Everitt. No; there was all poſit 
Diſpatch made. 3 
1 Were the Buckinghomt's, Men ben. 
at 9113 991.1 T, 1686) 
Capt. Bani ale healthy; ; * there. being 
but. N Men who were. 1 dle oP, N 


61 Water — Ke ; 


+ ea 


Court. What Quantity 


2 m hoard. the Buchingbum? 12 


Capt, Everitr. I believe 


tze. Agth of May. 


FBS Cel in the Pore Noon, of 


we were about two Leagues diſtant from Se. 


there was obout go 
or 100 Tuns. 

(Court. What Time did you ee or diſcern 
"the Iſland of Minorca? x 

Lapt. Rveritt. We got Sight of the Aland of 
Miner ca, uc EN in ae Morning, of 


Court. What was | your 3 Diſtance 


. Z 9 Kone St. Philips Caſtle? ? 


11 Oapt. HFveri . About 1 or jr 
of the. 19h, of May, 


C Philip's 


| 
| 
4 
| 
' 
| 


[ 10 ] 


- Philip s Caſtle; and I believe that was the 
neareſt Diſtance I was to it, 

Court. What Time was the French Flee 
"firſt diſcovered? 


Capt. Everitt. About Two or Three in ho 


Afternoon of the ſame Day (the 19th of May) 
the French Fleet was ſeen Giftindily, ſtanding 
to the Weſtward ; but I cannot pretend to ay 
at what Diſtance. 

Court. How did the Britiſh Fleet ſtand at 
that Time? 

Capt. Everitt. To the S. E. the Wind at 


8. 8. W. moderate fine Weather. 


. Court. What Time did you ſee the French 
Fleet preparing for Engagement? 

Capt. Everitt. On the 2oth of M 
bought Eight or Nine 0 Ver in the! 
in 

2 At what Diſtance was the Remillies 
from the Buckingham, at the Time of the En- 


gagement? 


Capt. Everitt. ! believe about Three or Four 


Miles. 
Court. Could * Admiral and the . 


come up to the Aſſiſtance of the Van, and 


come to as cloſe an Engagement ae the 
Enemy? 


Capt. Wel I am of Opinion that the 


Admiral's Divifion might have carried all their 
Sail and thereby aſſiſted the Van, and prevent- 


ed 


E 11 


ed them from receiving ſo much Fire from 
the Rear of the Enemy. 
Court, How many Men was there killed and 
wounded on board the Buctingbamm . 
Capt. Everitt. Fee killed, and Seven 
wounded. | 
Court. When was the Based repaired 
fit for a ſecond Engagement? | 
* Everitt, By the 23d of May. 


Court to Adm. Byng. Do you choſe to al 
Capt. Everitt any Queſtions ? b 

Adm. Byng. No; I have no Queſtions to 
propoſe at preſent, but I ſhall have Occaſion 
to aſk him ſome hereafter, and hope that he 
may be kept in the Way for that Purpoſe. © 


Capt. Everitt to Adm. Byng, I ſhould be 
extremely glad if you could aſk thoſe Queſtions 
now, becauſe I am under failing Orders with 
Admiral Weſt. 

Adm. Byng. I cannot propoſe them, Sir, im- 
mediately, but I will as ſoon as poſlible. | 


Adm. Byng then acquainted the Court that 
he was deſirous of aſking Lord Blakeney ſome 
Queſtions; in purſuance of which my Lord 
was ordered to attend the Court the next 

Morning about Nine or Ten O'Clock; and 
the Court was then adjourned till that Time. 


C2 Saturday 


j 
l 
| 


tk 


TRE 

j the 1ſt of Ylaluary the Court 

— ſitting, Lord Blakeney appeared | in Con- 

ſequence of Admiral Byng's Requeſt, about 

Nine o' Clock in the Morning, when the. Ad- 
mir Propoſed the following Queſtion : 


Adm. Byng to Ld. Blakeney. If 1 bd 
landed the Troops, do you think it could. have 
ſaved 57, a from falling into the Hands 


of the Enemy? 
Ld. Blakeney. 'It is imbollible for me to 


pretend to anſwer that Queſtion with any 
Certainty ; ; but really, Lam of Opinion, that, 
if they had been landed, it would have ena- 
bled me to hold out the Siege till Sir Ed. 
ward Hawke had come to my Relief. 


Then the four Firſt Lieutenants of the 


| Buckingham, Admiral Weſt's own Ship, were 
examined, and they all agreed that they 1 


not know. of any Impediment to hinder the 


Admiral and: his Diviſion from coming to the 


Aſſiſtance of the Van, which, was cloſely en- 
aged, and raked by the Enemy's Rear as 
Suge came up, and that they did not ſee the 
Admiral go to. a cloſe Engagement with the 
325 dee to his own Signals. 


: Monday 


[1g] 
Monday the 30 of Fame 5 


cee Everitt was crols-examined, © 


The Queſtioris add his Anſwers were as) 
follows. . ED £9 0 | 


Court. How many. Guns did the Spe in 
the Van carry? 

. Capt, Everitt. The Sides of thoſe Ships 
which yere next the . Buckingham, had Four- 
teen on the lower Deck, and all the others 
Thirteen. 

Court. What Raw? were e they? Lib 

Capt. Everitt., One a 74 Gun Ship. ad 
sir of 64 Guns each. 

Curt. If Admiral Byng bad come to a cles; 
Engagement, do you think a complete Vic- 
tory might have been obtained? . 

Capt. Everitt. Why, really, I think chere 
was all the Reaſon 1 in the Wordt to expect it, 
it being very well known that Admiral Wejt 
beat r 1000 of the Enemy's Ships, though 
be had but Five Ships to their Six, and 
their Metal much beavier. 

Court. How was the Wind? 

Cupt. Everitt. An exceeding fair Gale. 

Court. Had you too much or too little? 

Capt. Everitt. Neither: Juſt enough and 
go more. 


Curt. What Sail had Admiral Byng ? 


Capt. 
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Capt, Eueritt. His lower / Courſes, Top, 
and Top-Gallant- Sails full; but his Main-Sail, 


Main-Top-Sail and Top-Gallant-Sail, aback. 


Court. What Time did you get Sight of the 
Iſland of Minorca? 

Capt. Everitt. We got Sight of the Iſland 
of Minorca, about Six o'Clock in the Morn- 
ing of the 19th of May, and about Eleven in the 


| Forenoon, we were about two Leagues diſtant 


from St. Philip s Caſtle ; and J believe we never 
were any nearer than that ; and about two in 


the Afternoon of the ſame Day, the French 


Fleet was diſtinctly to be ſeen, ſtanding to the 
Weſtward, but I cannot be certain as to the 
Diſtance ; and on the 26th of May, about 
Eight o Clock in the Morning, we _ the 
Frene Fleet Preparing for Engagement, 


Court to Adm. Byng. Shall you have Dow | 
fion to aſk Captain Everitt, or any of the 


Buckingham's People, any more Queſtions. 
Adm. Byng: Noz T believe I ſhall not. 


Capt. Everitt, and the Reſt of the Officers | 
of the Buckingham, were then diſcharged from 


any farther Attendance on the Court, and were 


informed that they might repair on Board their 
Ship. 12 310} 0-1 


* 5 
. * A 
7 * 
. 
" * 


[Is 


"The Examination of the Officers of the Buck- | 
ans b. h being W 


Captain Git.currsT Was hee. 
Court. How was you ſtationed: in the Fleet ? 
-Capit. Gilebriſt. On the 2oth of May, I was 
fee oppoliite: the Real Admiral, to repeat 
Signals. 
Court. Did every Ship hear: down at a pro- 
r Diſtance to attack the Enemy? 3 
Capt. G:/chrift, No; not according to Sig- 
nale thrown out for that Purpoſe, by the Ad- 
miral, between twelve and one o'Clock ; but 
the Rear Admiral, and his Diviſion, bore down 
right before the Wind, and hauled up oppoſite 
their proper Ships, and attacked the Enemy; ex- 
cept the Defiance, . which appeared to be rather 
too much a-head. The Ships in the Rear were 
in a Line of Battle a-head; upon which the 
Defiance threw all a-back, and fell down upon 


her proper Ship, the head-moſt _ of the 
Enemy. 


Court. Did che Aire bear downs before 
the Wind, upon the Enemy ? 

Capt. Gilchriſt. No; nor any of his Di- 
NR 

Court. How: was the French Fleet und, 
at the Time of the Signal for Engaging ? 


— 


Capt. 


(26 ] 


Capt. Gi/chrift. They were all laying tod 
with their .Main-Top-Sails, to the Mats” ; = 
our Van was in the ſame Poſition. 

Court, Did the. Admiral ever engage at a 
| proper Diſtance ? 

Capt. :Gi/chri/t, I cannot pretend to ſay whe- 
| ther he did or not, on Account of the Rawnge, 
: Princeſs Louiſa, and the Trident. 

Courr. Was the Wind, Weather, and. Stu- 
ation of the Enemy's Fleet, ſuch as to enable 
them to engage at a proper Diſtance? *' | 

Capt. Giſchriſt. I believe it was. 

Curt. Did the Ships in the Rear make all 
the Sail they could, in order to cloſe with the 
Enemy, from the Time the Signal 8 
for Battle till the Action was over ? 17 

Capt. Gilcbriſt. No; but in the — Part 
of oo Action, Admiral Byng, ſet all his xi, 
8 the Top-Gallant-Sails. 4 

Court. Would; the) Wind and Weather: per- 
mit him to carry all the Sail in the e t 

-gordmanded? ?? 1 ne | 
Capt. Gilchriſt. The Wind was ſuch dt 
could have carried all the Sail in the Ship that 
I commanded ; and I don't know any a 
why be could not do the fame. . '* 
Court. How long was the Van of our Fa 
engaged with'the Enemy? 
Capt. Gilebriſ. About an Hour and: 
Jn 
_ "Court, Did you ſee the Rambles: Fi ire = 


” 


E 


Capt. Gilchriſt. Ves. 
Curt. What was the Diſtance of the Rear 
Pre from the Van? 


Miles. 
Court. If the Rear had carried Sail all along, 
do you think they might have prevented the 


Fire into the Britiſb Van? 
Capt. Gilchrit. I doubt not but they might. 
Court. What occaſioned, fo great a Diſtance 

between our-Rear and Van? 


Capt. Gilebriſt. It was occaſioned by our 
Rear throwing their Top-Sails barks when 
they began to Fire. 


Captain Gilchrift 8 Examination being finiſh'd, 
Captain Hrrvey of the Phenix Was furn. 


„ Court. 1 was you ſtationed ? 


Capt. Hervey. I was ſtationed. abreaſt, the 
Admiral to repeat Signals, 


| Court. What Time was Signat made for the 
Ds ptford to quit the Line? 
| Cope Hervey. About forty Minutes after 


1 15 8 i What Time did the Ramillies hen 
5 fire upon the Enemy? P 


* 


Capt. Gilchriſt. The Diſtance of ſome of 
the Rear Diviſion ſeemed to be about Three 


Engcay's Rear from pouring ſome of their 
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Capt. Hervey. About Fiſty Minutes after 
Two; having before that Time received the 
Fire of the Three ſternmoſt Ships of the 
Enemy for about Ten or Twelve Minutes; in 
which Time I obſerv'd ſome of the Enemy's 
Shot ta fall between the Ramillies, and my _ 
the Phænix. 

Curt. What Time did you obſerve the In 
frepid's Fore-Top to be loſt? _ 

Capt. Hervey. About the fame Time that 
the Ramillies began to fire upon the Enemy: 
1 alf+ obſerved that the rapid Motion of the 
Intrepid, in bearing down, had occaſioned her 
to be raked by the Enemy, to loſe her Top- 
Maſt, and run the Riſque of falling on board 
the Admiral, who being then engaged, might 
not ſee them Time enough to prevent it, Ina 
ſhott Time after the Ramillies ceafed Fire, the 
Eleventh Ship in the Enemy's Line, bore away 
fromthe Fire of the Ramillies. 

Court. How often did the Cuilogen F ire? 

Capt. Hervey. She fired but a very few 
Times, and at a greater Diſtance than the Ra- 
millies. 


Court. What Time did the whole Fire 
ceaſe ?, 

Capt. Hervey. About Five o blk in the 
Afternoon: The Enemy ſeemed to make off 
from the Fire of our Van, though ſome of 
them were ts but very little. 


On 
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On 7 veſday the 14th of January, Captain 
Hervey was re- examined from Nine in the | 
Morning till near Two in the Afternoon; | 
and in the Courſe of this ſecond Examination, | 
he made no material Variation, from the Nar- 
rative he had given the Court the Day before: 1 

Therefore I ſhall not trouble the Reader with | 
the Particulars; it being quite unneceſſary; 
and fuch Tautology muſt be Ciſagrecable. 5 [| 


After the Examination of Captain Hervey, — 
Captain AMHURST was s ſworn and examined. 


Court. Was there any unneceſſary Delay 
made in the Sailing of the Fleet from St. He- 1 
6 len's to Gibraltar, and from thence to Mahon ?* 1 
Capt. Amburſt. No; there was not. ER 
Court. Could the Admiral and the Rear have 
come up to the Aſſiſtance of the Van, and' - - 
come to as cloſe an Engagement with the E- 
nemy ? ll 
Capt. Amhurſt. I don't know any Reaſon ti | 
why he could not, Bi 
Court. As the two Fieets were ſituated, de 1 
yon think it was in the Power of the Enemy 1 
to decline coming to a cloſe Engagement ? 
Capt. Amburſt. Ves; I believe it was; but, i 
as they lay to our Fleet, I imagined they in- 
tended to come to an Engagement? 
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Court. Was not ſome of the Ships deficient 
in Point of Force with the Enemy ? 
Capt. Amhurſt. Yes. 


Court. Were not ſome of the Ships out cot 
Repair ? 


Capt. Amburſt. Yes. 


Court. How did the Admiral "FR during 
the Engagement? 
Capt. Amburſt. 1 cannot pretend to ſpeak 


poſitively as to the Admiral's Conduct during 
the Engagement. 


Wedneſday the 5th of January, 


Mr. Loyd, a Lieutenant, was ſworn and ex- 
amined ; but as nothing particular appeared 
in his ination. farther than has been al- 
ready noted, it is needleſs to * it. 


The ſame Day Mr. Philips, a Volunteer on 
board the Fleet, but now a Captain, was ex- 
amined, the Subſtance of whoſe Examination 
Was much the ſame as Mr. Loyd's. 


Then Captain Voux was examined, as fol- 
lows. 


b Were any of the Ships in our Rear, 
in Danger of being on board you, occaſioned 
by the Loſs of your „ 


Capt. 


271 | 


Capt. Young Not as I could perceive. 
Court. M7 you think it occaſioned any Im- 


pediment to Admiral Byng, and his Diviſi- 


on, from going down to engage the a 
cloſely ? 

Ge, Young, I could not perceive it did. 

Court. Did any of the Ships in the Rear 
tack at that Time ? 

Capt. Young. I could not obſerve juſt then ; ; 
becauſe they were to Windward of me ; and 
I obſerved ſeveral of the Ships upon my Wea- 
ther Quarter with their Top-Sails a-back, 

Court. Did you think they were in any 
Danger of being a-board you, at that Time ? 

Capt. Dung. No; I believe not: I was to 
Leeward of them, and therefore could not 
drive athwart them. 

Court. Do you think they could, at that 
Time, have wore clear of you, and gone down 
to the Centre and Rear of the Enemy? 

Capt. Yung. I believe they could; becauſe 
I was a-head, and to Leeward. | 

Court, Did the Admiral, and his Diviſion; 
bear down on your Stern, and go to the Cen- 
tre and Rear of the Enemy ? 

Capt. 7oung. No; they did not; when my 
Top- Maſt went away. 

Court. Did they afterwards, at any Time? 

Capt. Young. Yes, they did about an Hour 
after, and went to Leeward of me, and paſled 
me, hy 

; Court. 
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Court. Did they go — to the Centre and 
Rear to en gage properly ? 

Capt. Young. The French were then gone, 
and left me a-ſtern, 

Court. When the French F 3. paſſed you, 
what Sail had they? 

Capt. Young. To the beſt of my Remem- 
brance, they had their Top-Sails and 2 

Sails, = 

Court. What Sail had the Admiral and. his 
Diviſion abroad then? 

Capt. Young. Fore-Sails and Stay-Sails. 

Court. What Sail had the Culloden ? 

Capt. Young. Her Top-gallant-Sails, 

Court. How long was it after you had loſt 
your. Top-maſt, before the Admiral and his 
Diviſion paſſed to leeward of you? 

apt. Young. I believe it might be about 
12 Quarters of an Hour, or an Hour. | 

Court. Could the Admiral and his Diviſion, 
as the Wind was then, if they had ſet all their 
Sails, from the Time the Signal for en gagu's 
was made and borne away properly; coul 
they have come to a cloſe Engagement with the 
Enemy? 

Capt. Young. * they certainly 2 
The French were laying too for us, I went 
down only under my Top-Sails, and 1 don't 
know why they could not have added Sails 
in Proportion to the Diſtance and going. of 
their Ships, 

Court. 
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: Court. Did ou obſerve what Sail the Ad- 
miral and his Diviſion were under, during the 
three Quarters of an Hour, or an Hour which 
you juſt. now mentioned ? 

Capt. Young. No, I did not take any par- 
ticular Notice. 235 

Court. Did you obſerve that they made 
any Motions for going down to the Enemy ? 
Capt. Young. No, I did not. 

Court. After you had loſt your Fore-Top- 
Maſt, how long did the Centre and Rear of 
the French Fleet lay too? 1 

Capt. Young. They lay too, until the Re- 
venges Boat came on board me, and de- 
fired I would leave off firing, that they might 
make Sail, and go between me and the Ene- 

my, which they did immediately; and ,then 
the French Fleet, who were ' oppoſite to me, 
ran, and the Rear followed them. g 

Court. Did the Admiral and bis Diviſion, 
after they had made Sail, get up with the 
Centre and Rear of the Enemy, ſo as to 
come to a cloſe Engagement? 

Capt. Dung. After that Time there was but 
very little Action. 
Court. Before the Frencb ran, did you ſee 
the Admiral and his Diviſion cloſely engaged 
with the Enemy ? 

Capt. Young. No; 1 did not : They were 
a-ſtern, and to windward of me, 


/ 


| Court. 
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Court. Did you ſee the Admiral and his 
Diviſion engaged at all, from firſt to laſt? 
L Capt. Young. Yes ; 1 ſaw ſome of the Ships 

*. 

Court. Did you take Notice at what Diſ- 
tance they were one from another? k- 

Capt. Young. No; I did not obſerve that. 

Court. Did you obſerve any of their Shot 
fall? 

Capt. Young. No; I was then too much 
employed to take Notice. 

Court. Do you think you was within point- 
blank-ſhot of the Enemy? 

Capt. Young. I cannot judge whether I was 
or not exactly. 

Court. What Diſtance do you imagine you 
might be from the Enemy at that Time ? 

Capt, Young. I believe we were within ran- 
dom Make Shot, becauſe the Lieutenant was 


wounded with a Muſquet Ball. 


Court. How far do you think the Rear were 
off at that Time? 

Capt. Dung. I did not obſerve. 

Court. Did the Admiral and his Diviſion 
bear down to the Enemy when you did? 

Capt. Young. No. 

Court. What Sail were the Admital and 
his Divifion under at that Time? 

Capt. Vung. Under their Top-wails and 
Fore-fails, ' 4 

Cour t. 
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Curt. Could the Admiral and his Diviſion 
have cloſed the Enemy, to have engaged pro- 

he if they had borne down as the Intrepid 

N 
Capt. Dung. Yes;. for the French were lay- 
ing 1 

Court. Suppoſing the Admiral and his Di- 
viſion had ſet all their Sails, did they lay too 
long enough to admit of it? | 

Capt. Young. Yes, they lay too long enough 
for me, and I ſuppoſe for the reſt too. 

Court. When the Signal for engaging was 

made, were our Ships in a proper Line of 
Battle, a-head of one another? 

Capt. Young. Yes; there was a very good 
Line of Battle. 

Court, Had all our Ships bore away at the 
fame Time, would it not have prevented the 
running aboard each other ? | 

Capt. Young. They were not ſo near toge- 
ther, but every Ship had Room enough to 
wear. 


The 10th of ak 
Captain CoRNWAL was examined, 
In the Courſe of his Examination, he 
ſaid, that there was no unneceſſary Delay 
made i in the Sailing of the Fleet from St. He- 


lens to Gibraltar, and from thence to Ma- 
oe: E „ 
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hon. „ I went ” fays he, © to my Win- 
dows abaft to take a View of the Fleet when 
in the Line of Battle, and was extremely ſur- 
prited to ſee the Admiral and his Diviſion at 
fo great a Diſtance upon the Weather Quarter, 
and ſeeing the Intrepid in great Diſtreſs, and 


no Signal given for removing her out of the 


Line, I went to her Affiſtance, and, after 
getting her out of the Line, fell into her Sta- 
tion, and engaged the Foudroyant, the French 
Admiral, being the Ship which I imagined 
fell to my Lot in the then Line of Battle.” 

He alſo ſaid, he knew of no Impediment 
to prevent the Admuiral's engaging at a pro- 
per Diſtance, any more than the reſt of 
the Fleet. 

There was Nothing dankee in Captain 
Cornwall's Evidence except the above, further 
than what has been already ſaid by ſeveral 
of the Evidence. I fhall only add, that he 


gave bis rm with great Clearneſs; and 


behaved like the Geh: leman, the Sailor; and 
the Man of Honour, 


Tueſday the 117th of January, 


Capt. Gardiner of the Ramillies was ex- 
amined, 4 
Court. Were all the Sails of the Ramillie ſet ? 
Capt. Gardiner. No, they were not. 
Court, If the Ramziliies and the Admiral's 
Di- 


1 


DiviGon had carried all their Sail, do you 
think they could have affiſted the Van, and 
have prevented them from receiving ſo much 
Fire trom the Enemy's Rear ? | 

Capt. Gardiner. I do believe they might. 

Court. Did you adviſe the Admiral to bear 
down? 

Capt, Gardiner. I did, but the Admiral object 
ed to it, leſt an Accident of a fimilar Nature 
with that of Admiral Matthews on the ſame 
Seas, ſhould be the Conſequence. | 

Court, Did the Admiral ſhew- any Signs of 
1 5 or Cowardice ? 

. Gardiner, No, quite the reverſe, 

1 — Have you any Thing to alledge a- 

ainſt the Admirals perſonal Behaviour. 

Capt. Gardiner. No, I have not. 


| Wedneſday the 12th 7 January, 


Lord Robr RT nr Was fworn and 
examined. | 

Court. Where was you fatinned? 

Lord Bertie. Upon the Quarter Deck with 
the Admiral. 

Court. It the Officers and Recruits that 
were intended for Minorca had been landed, 
do you think they would have ſaved. Fort 
St. Phillips? 

Lord Bertie. No, I think the ey were of 
greater Service on board the Fleet. 

9 E 2 Court. 
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Court. Was you on the Quaxter- deck with 
the Admiral in the Engagement ? 

Lord Bertie. ,Yes; but upon informing the 
Admiral that I diſcovered one of our own Ships 
through the Smoke upon the-Lee-bow of the 
Ramillies, and which Ship I was apprehen- 
five the Ramillies would fire into without 
ſeeing her, I was detached by the Admiral 
between Decks to ſtop Firing. 

Court. Did you diſcover any Signs of Fear 
or Confuſion in the Admiral? 

Lord Bertie. No; far from it : he expreſſed 
an Impatience to engage the Enemy. 

Court. How near were yon to the Enemy 
at the Time of the Engagement ? 

Lord Hertie. We were ſo near the Enemy 
as to be hulled by them, and many of the 
Enemy's Shot paſſed over us. 

Court. Did you ever hear any Murmurings, 
or Complainings, by any of the Officers or 
Men on Board, upon a Suppoſition that the 
Admiral had not done his Duty ? | 
Lord Bertie. No; I never heard any 
Thing like it. | 9 80 


Lord Robert Rertie's Examination being 
finiſhed, Colonel Smith who was alſo upon 
the Quarter-Deck with the Admiral, was ex- 
amincd next, who confirmed what Lord Ro- 
bert Bertie had ſaid, in every particular; and 
he alſo added, that a ** ſrom the Enemy 


paſſed 
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paſſed between him an Lord Robert Bertie, 
as they were a-baft the Main-Maſt, which 1 
took off the Head of a Timber upon the 1 
Deck; and went through the Hammocks in | 
the Main Shrouds. | 


Capt. Edgar, who was quartered upon the 1 
| Poop, confirmed ſuch of the above Circum- 
ſtances as came immediately under his own 
Obſervation; but the Court did not aſk him | 
any Queſtions relative to the perſonal Beha- 4 
viour - of the Admiral, becauſe his Situation | 

could not give him an Opportunity of anfwer- 1 
ing the ſame. 8 


Col. Cornwallis being ſworn, faid, that he 
was on Board the King ſon, that he could |] 
give no Account of the Action; that he was A 
very willing to anſwer any Queſtions the Court | i 
or the Admiral would propoſe ; but no Queſ- 2 


tions were aſked him. 


Capt. Gough, the Firſt Lieutenant of the 4 
Ramillies being ſworn, ſaid, that at the Time 4 
when that Signal was made for engaging, the 
Fleet appeared in a cloſe and regular Line: 
He alſo ſaid, that two Ships, which he be- 
lieved to be the Trident and Louiſa were un- 
der the Lee-Bow. - He could not poſitively 4 
day at what Diſtance the Ramillies might be 1 
from the Enemy at the Time of the Signal | i 
for 


4 
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for engaging, being chiefly at * Quarters; 
but he believed they were near at Point blank 
with the Enemy when they di to en- 


gage. 


Capt. Beſſett, Second Lieutenant, was exa- 


mined next, who ſaid, that being quarteſed 
upon the Lower-Deck he could not anſwer to 
the Diſtance, nor how long they continued 


firing; but faid, that ſeveral of the Enemy's 


Shot ſtruck the Sides of the Ramillies; and 


one in particular cut one of the Hinges of the 


Ports cloſe to him, but did not afterwards go 


through her Sides; but muſt have done ſo if 


it had becn properly loaded. He alſo ſaid, 
that as the Enemy's Shot reached the Ra- 
millies, he doubted not but her Shot reached 
them alſo. 


Capt. Welbey, Third Lieutenant of the Ra- 
millies, ſaid, he vas quartered upon the Mid- 
dle Deck, that the Ramzillies was bearing 
down when the Signal was made, and that he 
was ordered to double ſhot the Guns, becauſe 
the Admiral did not intend to fire till he came 


cloſe up with the Enemy. He alſo confirmed 


the above Teſtimony of one or two Ships 
being on the Lee-BO WW. He admitted, that 
there was a commanding Breeze, and that if 


all their Sails had been ſet, my ſhould bave 
| | deen 


tio 
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been cloſer the Enemy. He alſo ſaid they 
were within Half a Mile of the Enemy, 


Then Mr. Clerke, the Fourth Lieutenant, 
was called, but he not being preſent, Mr. Wa- 
ter/all, the Fifth Lieutenant, was examined, 
who ſaid, as he was quartered. on the Lower 
Deck, he knew not the Diſtance of the Ene- 
my; but apprehended they were within proper 
Diſtance for engaging them. He alſo ſaid 
that he received Orders from Lord Robert Ber- 
tie to ceaſe firing, ' on Account of the Ship 
upon the Lee-Bow. | 


Next Mr. Hamilton, Sixth Lieutenant of 
the Ramillies, who was quartered. on the Up- 
per Gun-Deck, by the Main-Maſt forward, 
chiefly confirmed the preceding Teſtimony z 
and ſaid when the Ramillies began to bear 
down he believed it might be about two Miles 
Diſtance, and was about the Diſtance of Half 
a Mile when they began to fire. He alſo 
ſaid, that through the Smoke, he diſcover. 
ed the Trident's red Stern, and Part of her 
blue Colours and that ſhe was then upon her 
Lee-Bow very near, | 


- 


Monday the 12th of January, 


Capt. Dure/ was calied, whoſe Examina- 
tion laſted almoſt the whole Day, but he 
„„ depoſed 
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depoſed nothing particular, except what has 
been already noted. + 


Capt, Gardiner, of the Ramillies, wag 
again examined, when he made it appear that 
the Admiral took the whole Command of 
the Ship from him, and nothing was done 
the Day of the Engagement but what 50 or- 
dered. 


Capt. H. Ward, of the Culloden, was exa- 
mined; who declared that the Shot fell ſhort 
of him, being to Leeward of the Admiral, 
and gave it as his Opinion that had the Ad- 
miral bore down they might have taken every 
Ship of the Enemy. After him, ſeveral of 
his Lieutenants were examined who all depo- 
ſed to the very ſame Pnrpoſe. 


Then the Carpenter of the Intrepid was 
aſked the following Queſtion, vz. Whether 
he could juſtify the Defects of the Ship as he 
had given them in, which anſwering in the 
Affirmative, the Court diſcharged him. 


Then the Gunner of the Ramillies was ex- 
amined as to the Powder and Shot expended | 
the Day of the Engagement, who ſaid, 20 
Barrels of Power, and 300 double- headed Shot. 
The Gunner was very much confuſed, and 


8 ma the Intrepid was in their Way, and they. 
. could 
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could not bear down: But the Court told him 


he could not judge of that, being quartered: 
ny the Lower Gun-Deck. 1 „ 


The ene fd he was in his Duty, and 


minding his Rigging, but could give no Ac- 


count of this Matter. And 


The Carpenter ſaid, he could not pretend 
to give any Account, being at his Duty in the 
dey | | 


An the Witnefies being examined, Admiral 
Byng was called upon to make his Defence, 
which he did in the wrong or to the Sub- 


| ſtance following: 


* .,t j# 3 


tr « Gentlemen 5 „ Om: 


40 «TP HE Articles of the Charge exhibited 
. againſt me, are of ſuch a Nature, that 
every Thing which can be {ſuppoſed intereſt- 
ing to a Man, is concerned in the Event of this 
Cauſe. My Character, my Property, and even 
my Life are at Stake; and I ſhould, indeed, have 
treat Reaſon to be alarmed, were not I con- 
ious of my Innocence, and fully perſwaded of 
the Juſtice and a of the Court”: 


elt is no new Thing, Gentlemen, to be 
accuſed: Court Martials have, of late, been 
N very 
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very frequent. 1 hive been a long Time 
under the diſagreeable Situation of a confi- 
ned Priſoner, of a Man accuſed, and conte- 


quently condemned by many. No Means, no 


Artifice has been, omitted by my Enemies, 
to injure my Reputation. However, 1 will 
not take up your Time with a Detail of theſe 
Matters, but beg Leave to obſerve, that the 
Nature of a Sea Service is of complicated, de- 
pending on ſo many Circumſtances, and ſub- 
ject to ſuch Variety of Accidents, that for a 
Commander, even of the greateſt Capacity, to 
provide againſt all Contingencies, is impoſſible. 
Bat to fit upon a ſoft Chair and cenſure; and, 
after the Event of an Action, to point out bow, 
and by what Means it might have fucceeded 
better, is extremely eaſy. This Sort of Science 
requires no other Abilitics, than a great deal 
of Ill-nature, and little Wit. Even thoſe Ac- 
tions which have been attended with the great- 
eſt Succeſs, and reflected the greateſt Glory 
on this Nation, have not eſcaped the Venom 
of theſe malicious Critics; and, perhaps, there 
never was an Action ſo compleat, but it might 
have been better conducted, were it poſſible to 
have foreſeen all Circumſtances attending it, 
Bat I confide in the Candour and the Equity 
of this W that my Enemies will be diſ- 
appointed.“ 


6c 1 


— 


. 


| I ſhall now proceed to defend the ſeveral 
Articles of my Charge.” 1 


* As to the Article exhibited againſt me, 
relating to my making any unneceſſary De- 

lay in failing of the Fleet from St. Helen's to 
. Gibraltar, and from thence to Mahon, the 
Teſtimonies of the Evidence have, doubtleſs, 
ſufficiently proved the contrary ; I ſhall there- 
fore trouble the Court with nothing further on 
that Head.” 


c As to the other Articles exhibited againſt 
me, I hope to make my Innocence appear, 
by a conciſe Relation of the wnole of my 
Conduct.“ Wo 3 


- « On the 15th of May I was joined by 
his Majeſty's Ship the Phenix, off Majorca, 
and got off Mahon the 19th. The Phenix 
confirmed the Intelligence I received before 
at Gibraltar, of the Strength of the French 
Fleet, and of their being at Mahon, The 
Britiſh Colours were ſtill flying at the Caſtle 
of St. Philip's, and ſeveral Bomb Batteries 
playing upon it from different Parts: On the 
Weſt Part of Sf. Philip's we ſaw French Co- 
lours flying. I diſpatched the Phanix, Cheſ- 
ter field, and Dolphin a-head to reconnoitre the 
- Harbour's Mouth, and Captain Hervey to en- 
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deavour to land a Letter for General B/akeney, 
to acquaint him the Flecz pas there to his Aſ- 
ſiſtance, though every ( thought. we could 
be of no Service to him,“ as by all Accounts, 
could we have ſpared any People, , no. Place 
was ſecured for covering a Landing, The 
Phenix was alſo to make the private Signal 
between Capt. Harvey and Capt. Scrope ; but 
the Enemy's Fleet appearing to the South Eaſt, 
and the Wind coming off the Land, I was 
obliged to call thoſe Ships in, before they 
could get ſo near the Harbour as to diſcover 
what Batteries or Guns might be placed, to 
prevent our having any Communication with - 
the Caſtle, Falling little Wind, it was Five 
before I could form my Line; or diſtinguiſn 
| any of the Enemy's Motions, and was unable 
1 to judge of their Force more than by their 
14 Numbers, which were Seventeen, and Thir- 
| teen appeared large.” Eo irt 
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« At firſt they ſtood towards us in a nab 
Line, and tacked about Seven, in order, as J 
thought, to endeavour to gain the Wind of 
us in the Night; ſo that, being late, I tacked, 
in order to keep the Weather- Gage of them, | | 
and alſo to make ſure of the Land-wind.' 


« After getting round the ſmall Iland, call; 
ed the Laire of Mahon, at Ten in the Morn+ 
ing I was within a League of the Port; but 

| on 
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on ſeeing * Enemy 8 Fleet; 5 thought it 
more immediately my Puty to bear away at 
Eleyen, to meet ther? This obliged me to 
recal, - with' Reaſon, th & three F rigates which 
d/ſent Ahead of the Fleet, to reconnoitre 
: Jarbour' s Mouth, to land a Letter for 
General Blakeney, to acquaint him the Fleet 
ways arrived to his Aſſiſtance, and to know in 
what Manner it could be of the moſt effec- 
dual Service. 


A This Behaviour will, I hope, appear to the | 

Court to be ſuggeſted 'by Prudence, all that 4 
could have been attempted in the Space of an 

Hour, and the moſt advantageous Step which 

could have been taken on that Occaſion. 
It proves that I did not depend on the hear- 
ſay Evidence which J had received, even from 
the beſt Authorities at Gibraltar, nor on the 
united Opinion of every Officer at that Place; 
but that I was determined to be certified of 
the true State of the Harbour and Citadel from 
General Blakeney himſelf, as I knew that £ 
tain Seroop, who, together with all the Soli 
diers and Marines of Mr. Edgecomb's Ships; 
and one hundred Seamen, had been left to re- 
inforce the Garriſon, would come off in his 
Barge, and bring me a juſt Relation of every 
Circumſtance neceſſary to be known; and 
though I mentioned in my Letter of the 2 5th of 

May, © That it was the Opinion of all the Sea 


— and 


1 


and Land Officers, that they could render no 

8 tvice to the Garriſon, as no Place was cover- 

cd for the landing of any Men, could they have 

ſpared any; in this J only gave my Opinion 

I i agreeable to that of all the other Officers. 
| iq | Their Opinion had no Influence upon my 
if Conduct, and was only meant to ſignify 
| what might have been the Event, ſuppoſing 
the French Fleet had not appeared at that Time.” 


|| « So far then I hope it will appear to the Court, 
l that neither Koowledge of my Profeſſion, Pru- 


I dence in conductinge the Expedition, or Duty 
| to my King and Country, appear to be defi- 
| _ cient in me,” We * ie 


“My Letter to General Blakeney, ſent by 
Mr. Hervey, though never delivered, for Rea- 
ſons immediately to follow, will, I think, e- 
vince this Truth.” | ; 2 


bs 
5 


% My firſt Care, after coming in Sight of the 
Port, was to know the true State of the Har- 
| bour and Garriſon, to encourage the General 
| and the Soldiers, by acquainting him that I 

was arrived to his Succour, and defiring to 
know how it might moſt effectually be put in 
Execution. | 
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<« 'Thus then I hope all Things will appear to 
the Court, to be well conducted to the Time 


of 
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of the French F let's appearing in view; ; when, 
on ſeeipg the Enemy, Conſiderations of anos 
ther Nature took Place, and it became neceſſary 
to defer the Execution of all Reſolutions which 
J had taken ſince I ſaw Mahon, and to recal 
the Men of War which I had: diſpatched to 

' Teconnoitre [the Harbour, and procure Intelli- 
gence from General Blakeney. It was now to 
no Purpoſe to know the State of the Citadel 
and Harbour, before I had engaged the French 
Fleet; I had no Soldjers to land, but what 
made Part of the Complement of my Ships, 
and ſerved as Marines; and if I had been pro- 
vided with them, it would have been abſolutely - 
imprudent to have landed them before the En- 
gagement with the Enemy, and thereby render 
that Force leſs, which was already too little for 
the Intent it ought. to have been ſent upon. 
Landing the Troops would have rendered the 
Fleet unfit for Action, and obliged it to, flee 
before the Enemy. Had 1 behaved in that 
Manner, ſuch a prepoſterous Act could not 
have failed rendering me juſtly 9 Ill and 
unequal t to the Command I preſided 1 in. 


« I was very ſenſible. that if Succeſs was the 
Conſequence of engaging the French, that I 
ſhould have it more in my Power to relieve the 
Citadel, as far as landing the Troops, which 
ſerved. as Marines, could effect it. But I ſuſ- 

pected alſo, and with Reaſon, that I might pro- 
| bably 
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bably be rendered unable to keep the Seas, 
though I obtained the Victory, and therefore 
prevented from effectually ſuccouring the. Ci- 
tadel.“ N 171 


= So far all I hope will appear to the Court to 
1 have been conducted with Knowledge and Pru- 
|; ſ dence,” N 8 Pr BS of 1 


[| Am 1 deſerving of Blame, for not ſeeking 
1 the Enemy in the difabled Condition I was in 
after the Engagement?“ e e 


| 'Þ _ « To what Purpoſe would this ſecond Engage- 
1 ment have been attempted, with a Fleet origi- 
FS nally fo greatly inferior to the French, and 
now rendered much more ſo by the Damages 
= | received in the late Battle? A total Defeat, in 
F all. Probability, is the Anſwer of Reaſon; and 
if Monſieur La Galliſſonniere had ſought 
it, which providentially he did not, it is à rea- 
ſonable Preſumption that the whole Eugliſb 
Squadron would have periſhed, or fallen a Prey 
to the French; ſince there was no Port to ſhel- 
ter them. Whereas, had. I been in the Medi- 
terranean before the Arrival of the French at 
Minorca, a Defeat on my Side even might have 

 aved the Iſland: I could have then ſaved my 
ſhattered Remains in Mahon, and though con- 
quered at Sea, by Means of the Sailors and Sol- 
diers, have preſerved St. Philip's, and — 
2 | : the 
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the Hland. Thus a Defeat of our Fleet, had 
it been timely ſent out, would have done more 


Service than a — after St. Philip's was in- 


= veſted.” 


de It has been the ſettled Rule of all Gene- 


rals, That no Commander ſhould ever riſque 


an Engagement, but when there is greater 
Expectations to gain by a Victory, than to 
loſe by a Defeat. 


e When then, from the Inferiority of the Eng- 7 


_ kiſb, nothing could be reaſonably expected but 


Misfortune and Diſgrace; or if, by the greateſt 
Efforts of good Fortune, Victory ſhould declare 
for our Fleet, that no Advantage could be 
drawn from it; when the Riſque of loſing the 
whole Fleet was the Reſult of an unanimous: 
Council of War; and the Nation, confidering 
the real State of the Engliſb and French Navies, 


ſo little able to ſuſtain a Loſs of that Kind; 


when Gibraltar would have been left defence- 
le, and fallen of Courſe to the Enemy; could 
the ſeeking the French Admiral, by a Com- 
mander who foreſaw theſe probable Conſe- 
quences, with not only an inferior, but a ſhat- 


| tered Fleet, and no other Ships in the Mediter- 


ranean to reinforce him, have been juſtified in 
the Judgment of Men who have ſtudied the 
Nature of Military Atchievements, or accord- 

_ 8 " 1:5 +: 
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ing to the Rules and Obſervations of ancient 


| and modern Writers on this Head a e 


i . vn. 


8 T he utmoſt Advantage could have * "ny 
a Prolongation of the Siege, without the leaſt 
Probability of raiſing it; becauſe the Fleet, un- 
able to keep the Seas, muſt have retreated to Gi- 
braltar, the Port of Mahon being ſl com- 
manded by the Enemies Batteries. 
Are Commanders then at all E vents to tow 
no other Token of Generalſhip, but what is 
to be learned from Brutes? An Exceſs of 
Courage only ? And are all who uſe the ſuperior 
Attributes of the: human Underſtanding, to be 
conſidered as Delinquents in their Duty to their 
King and Country? What Commander of 
common Senſe will ſerve his Country under 
ſuch diſcouraging Conditions; where, unleſs 
he fights againſt all Kinds of Diſadvantage, he 
is to be ſtigmatiſed with the eternal Infamy of 
Cowardice; and if he does engage his Enemy, 
and does not ſucceed againſt this great Superio- 
rity of Force, he is to be deemed a Coward 
alſo, and given-up to the Rage of the Multi- 
tude ? It appeared impracticable to relieve Ma- 
Len, and probable that Gibraltar would be at- 
tacked ; and therefore the Determination of pro- 
ceeding thither, was become the moſt prudent 
Deciſion which could have been made, the 
ma ſt likely to conduce to the Nation's Service, 
and a juſt Reſolution of the Council of War. 
It 
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ce It is a Matter of Conſequence to conſider, 
that though two Fleets may be of equal Num- 
ber, they may yet be of unequal Force, as it 
has happened in this Inſtance: And a fickly 
Squadron, without Means of providing for the 
Diſeaſed and Wounded, or recruiting their Sea- 
men and Soldiers, of which, more than a 
Thouſand Sick, which at their Return to Gi- 
Braltar, were ſent to the Hoſpital, was a Con- 
ſideration that ought greatly to influence at that 
Moment, eſpecially when it was evident b:yond 
all, Contradiction, that the Enemy poſſeſſed 
every Advantage which I was in want of, having 
a Power of procuring Recruits of Seamen from 
the Two Hundred Tranſports, and Soldiers 
from the Camp of the Beſiegers. 


« At a Court-Martial, aſſembled on Board 
his Majeſty's Ship Sz: George, in Port/mouth 
— Harbour, upon the 27th of December, 1755 ; 

and held every Day afterwards (Sundays ex- 


cepted) till the 27th of January, 1757, in- 
_ clafive,” 


FR ERBE BT. 
Vice-Admiral SMiTn, Prefident, 
| Rear-Admiral HorBouURNE, 
Rear-Admital NokRIs, 
Rear-Admiral BroDERIcCK, 
Captain HoLmes, 
Captain Geary, 
Captain Boys, 
Captain MooRe, | 
G 2 Captian 


L 
Captain Stmcor, 
Captain Dou dL As, 
Captain BENTLEY, 
Captain Kzyyzz, And 

Captain Dennis, 


© The Court, purſuant to an Order from the 
Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, to Vice- 
Admiral Smith, dated December 14, 1756, 
proceeded to enquire into the Conduct of the 
Hon. John Byng, Admiral of the Blue Squa- 
dron of his Majeſty's Fleet, and to try him up- 
on a Charge, that during the Engagement be- 
tween his Majeſty's Fleet under his Command, 
and the Fleet of the French King, on the 2oth 
of May laſt, he did withdraw, or keep back, 
and did not do his utmoſt to take, ſeize, and 
deſtroy the Ships of the French King, which it 
was his Duty to have engaged, and to aſſiſt ſuch 
of his Majeſty's Ships as were engaged in Fight 
with the French Ships, which it was his Duty 
to have aſſiſted; and for that he did not do his 
utmoſt to relieve S. Philip's Caſtle, in his Ma- 
jeſty's Iſland of Minorca, then beſieged by the 
Forces of the French King, but acted contrary 
to, and in Breach of his Majeſty's Command: 
And having heard the Evidence, and the Pri- 
| Toner's Defence, and very maturely and tho- 
roughly conſidered the ſame, they are unani- 
mouſly of Opinion, that he did not do his ut- 
molt to relieve St. Phz/ip's Caſtle, and alſo, that 

| „ during 


Cl 
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during the En between his Majeſtyꝰs 
Fleet under his Command, and the Fleet of the 
French King on the 2oth of May laſt, he did not 
do his utmoſt to take, ſeize, and deſtroy, the 
Ships of the French King, which it was his 
Duty to have engaged, and to aſſiſt ſuch of his 
Majeſty's Ships as were engaged in Fight with 
the French Ships, which it was his Duty to 
have aſſiſted; and do therefore unanimouſly 
agree that he falls under Part of the 12th Arti- 
cle of an Act of Parliament of the 22d Year of 
his preſent Majeſty, for amending, explaining, 
and reducing into one Act of Parliament, the 
Laws relating to the Government of his Maje- 
ſty's Ships, Veſſels, and Forces by Sea ; and 
as that Article poſitively preſcribes Death, with- 
out any Alternative left to the Diſcretion of the 
Court, under any Variation of Circumſtances, 
the Court do therefore hereby unanimouſly ad- 
judge the faid Admiral John Byng to be ſhot to 
Death, at ſuch Time, and on Board ſuch Ship, 
as the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty 
| ſhall direct.“ | 


| © But as it appears by the Evidence of Lord 
| Robert Bertie, Lieut. Col. Smith, Capt. Gar- 
| diner, and other Officers of the Ship,, who 
were near the Perſon of the Admiral, that they 
did not perceive any Backwardneſs in him du- 
| ring the Action, or any Marks of Fear, or Con- 
fuſion, either from his Countenance, or Beha- 
viour 


[46 ] 
viour, but that he ſeemed to give his Orders 
coolly and diſtinctly, and did not ſeem. wanting 
in perſonal Courage, and from other, Circum- 
1 the Court do not believe that his Miſ- 
conduct aroſe either from Cowardice, or Diſ- 
affection, and do therefore unanimouſly think 


it their Duty, m moſt. earneſtly to recommend 
him as a proper Object of Mercy.“ 


The above Sentence was 1 with the 
following earneſt Repreſentation. 


# *' 93 


To the Right Hon. the Lords Commiſſioners for 


executing the Office of Lord High Admiral of 
_ Great-Britain, &c. 


d We the Underwritten, FI: Prefident ahd 
Members of the Court- Martial, aſſembled for 
the Trial of Admiral Byng, believe it unneceſ- 
fary to inform your Lordſhips, that in the whole 
Courſe of this long Trial, we have done our 
utmoſt Endeavours to come at Truths, and to 
do the ſtricteſt Juſtice to our Country and the 
Priſoner ; but we cannot help laying the Di- 
ſtreſſes of our Minds before your Lordſhips on 
this Occaſion, in finding ourſelves under-a Ne- 
ceſſity of condemning a Man to Death, from 
the Aa Severity of the 12th Article of War, 

Part of which he falls under, and which ad- 
mits of no Mitigation, even if it ſhould be 
committed by an Error in Judgment only; and 
therefore for our own Conſciences Sakes, as well 


as . 


i 
3 


I” ]- 


in Juſtice to the Priſoner; we pray your 
e s, in the moſt earneſt Manner, to re- 
commend him to his Majeſty 8 Clemency. yur 


| afe, 


: 
| 


My Lords, &c. &c.” 
St. George, in Portſmouth 
Harbour, Fan. 27, 17 57. 


Twe Ifth Article of War, 13 of Charles II. 


« Every Captain, and all other Officers, Ma- 
tiners and Soldiers of every Ship, Frigate or 
Veſſel of War, that ſhall in Time of any F ight, * 
or Engagement, withdraw, or keep back, or 


not come into the Fight and engage, and do his 
utmoſt to take, fire, kill, and endamage the 


'\ Enemy, Pirate, or Rebels, and affiſt and relieve 


all and every of his Majeſty's Ships, ſhall, for 


g ſuch Offence of Cowardice or Diſaffection, be 


5 tried, and ſuffer Pains of Death, or other Bia 
nb ments, as the Circumſtances of the Offence 


: | Hall deſerve, and the Court-Martial ſhall 


judge fit.” 
| 


| Twelfth Article of War, 2% of George II. 


« Every Perſon in the Fleet, who chrough 
| Cowardice, Negligence, or Diſaffection, ſhall in 
Time of Action, withdraw or keep back, or 
not come into the Fight or Engagement, or 
mall not do his utmoſt to take or deſtroy every 


Ship which it ſhall be his Duty to engage and 


to 


— — — 


* 
— 


FC > i : 


— 


- 


+ ent — — — ̃ —-— oe — 


* * 
1 - 


_ x 
— £ : * — s 


* 

- 
«> 
- 


* 


+ 55 — — 


2 


= > K Dn — 
2 


— — 


% 


*. 


85 0 . - 6 N 

5 8 7075 EY 155 4 wo 2 ett 50 ] 12 oi 

= CRE" 8 I 6s * „ Bs DN 4% ; 8 
3 * E 


e 


* 


78 2 p 


ERS 2 . * 


— Rn ts ry 
a n . . Ct 


